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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



2. Claims 1-8, 11, 17, 18 and 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent Number 6,099,258 (Litvin et al. hereinafter). 




Figure 2 of Litvin et al. 
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3. In re clainn 1, Litvin et al. discloses a grill (52) configured to be mounted on a 
surface of a fan or fan housing, the grill comprising a substantially planar portion, and a 
handle (see Figure 2 of Litvin et al.) extending out of the planar portion so as to extend 
away from the surface of the fan or fan housing when the grill (52) is mounted thereon. 

4. In re claim 2, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 1 , wherein said 
substantially planar portion comprises a plurality of apertures (see Figure 2 of Litvin et 
al.). 

5. In re claim 3, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 2, wherein at least some 
of said plurality of apertures (see Figure 2 of Litvin et al.) are arranged in a grid. 

6. In re claim 4, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 1 , wherein said planar 
portion comprises at least one shaped wire (54) arranged to form a loop or partial loop 
(54). 

7. In re claim 5, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 4, wherein said planar 
portion comprises a plurality of said loops or partial loops (54). 

8. In re claim 6, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 5, wherein said planar 
portion comprises at least one strut (55), each strut attached to at least one of said 
loops or partial loops (54) in at least one place. 



Application/Control Number: 10/809,138 
Art Unit: 4147 



Page 4 



9. In re claim 7, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 1 , wherein said planar 
portion comprises an opening capable of receiving the handle of a second grill. 

10. In re claim 8, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 1 , wherein the handle 
(see Figure 2 of Litvin et al.) comprises a first piece of wire extending in a loop or partial 
loop away from said planar portion. 

11. In re claim 11, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 1, further comprising 
one or more mounting formations (79) for mounting the grill on a fan or fan housing. 

12. In re claim 17, Litvin et al. discloses a grill (52) according to Claim 1 , wherein the 

grill (52) comprises: 

a section of wire shaped to form at least one loop or partial loop (54) arranged in a 

common plane, including an outermost loop or partial loop; 

a section of wire shaped to provide support for each loop or partial loop (55); 

a first section of wire shaped to form a handle portion (see Figure 2 of Litvin et al.); and 

at least one mount (79). 
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Figure 3 of Litvin et al. 
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13. In re claim 18, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 17, wherein the section 
of wire forming the handle portion extends away from said common plane (see Fig. 3 of 
Litvin et al.), and wherein either end of that section wire is attached to said outermost 
loop (54). 

14. In re claim 23, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 1 7, comprising further 
sections of wire shaped to form further loops or partial loops (54) arranged in said 
common plane. 

15. In re claim 24, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 1 7, comprising further 
sections of wire (55) arranged to provide further support for the at least one loop or 
partial loop. 

16. In re claim 25, Litvin et al. discloses the grill (52) of Claim 24, wherein two of the 
sections of wire arranged to provide support (55) for the at least one loop or partial loop 
(54) define an aperture (see Figure 2 of Litvin et al.) in said fan grill (52), the aperture 
being capable of receiving the handle of a second, similar fan grill (52). 

17. In re claim 26, Litvin et al. discloses an assembly comprising a plurality of grills 
each grill comprising: 

a section of wire shaped to form at least one loop or partial loop (54) arranged in a 
common plane, including an outermost to or partial loop (54); 
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a plurality of sections of wire arranged to provide support (55) for each loop or partial 
loop (54); 

a first section of wire shaped to form a handle portion (see Figure 2 of Litvin et al.); and 
at least one mount (79), wherein two of the sections of wire arranged to provide support 
(55) for each loop or partial loop (54) define an aperture in the grill, the aperture being 
capable of receiving the handle of a second, similar grill (52), the plurality of grills being 
arranged such that the handle of a first grill of said plurality extends through the 
aperture of a second grill. 

18. In re claim 27, Litvin et al. discloses a fan assembly (50) comprising a housing 
having an aperture, a fan (not shown) mounted within the housing adjacent the aperture 
(see Figure 2 of Litvin et al.) and a grill (52) mounted over the aperture the grill (52) 
comprising a substantially planar portion and a handle (see Figure 2 of Litvin et al.) 
extending out of the planar portion and away from the fan housing 

19. In re claim 28, Litvin et al. inherently discloses a method for a covering for an 
opening in a surface of an enclosure, the other half or rear grill (not shown), that houses 
a fan (not shown), the method comprising: 

providing a grill (52) that includes a substantially planar portion and a handle (see 
Figure 2 of Litvin et al.) extending out of the planar portion so as to extend away from 
the surface of the enclosure when the grill (52) is mounted thereon; and mounting the 
grill (52) on the surface 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



21 . Claims 12,15 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Litvin et al. in view of US Patent Number 5,822,186 (Bull et al. hereinafter). 




FIG. 1 



Figure 1 of Bull et al. 
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Figure 2 of Bull et al. 

22. In re claim 12, Litvin et al. discloses all the limitations of claim 12 except at least 
one of the mounting formations comprising shaped wire extending away from said 
planar portion and arranged to form a loop or partial loop as set forth in the claim. Bull 

et al. teaches at least one mounting formation (see Fig. 2 of Bull et al.) comprising 
shaped wire extending away from said planar portion and arranged to form a loop or 
partial loop (see Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 of Bull et al.) for the purpose of mounting the grill to 
the fan housing. 

23. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine at least one mounting formation (see Fig. 2 of Bull et 
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al.) comprising sliaped wire extending away from said planar portion and arranged to 
form a loop or partial loop with the grill (52) taught in claim 1 as disclosed by Litvin et al. 
for the purpose of mounting the grill (52) to the fan housing. 

24. In re claim 15, Litvin et al. discloses all the limitations of claim 15 except at least 
one mounting formation for mounting the grill on a fan or fan housing, and wherein at 
least one mounting formation and strut are integrally formed from a piece of shaped 
wire. Bull et al. teaches at least one mounting formation for mounting the grill on a fan 
or fan housing wherein at least one mounting formation and strut are integrally formed 
from a piece of shaped wire (see Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 of Bull et al.) for the purpose of 
reducing the number of manufacturing steps and therefore cost. 

25. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine at least one mounting formation for mounting the grill 
on a fan or fan housing wherein at least one mounting formation and strut are integrally 
formed from a piece of shaped wire with the grill taught in claim 6 as disclosed by Litvin 
et al. for the purpose of reducing the number of manufacturing steps and therefore cost. 

26. In re claim 22, Litvin et al. discloses all the limitations of claim 22 except a 
support and a mount that are formed from a common section of wire. Bull et al. 
discloses a support and a mount formed from a common section of wire (see Fig. 1 and 
Fig. 2 of Bull et al.). 
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27. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine a support and a mount formed from a common section 
of wire with the grill taught in claim 17 as disclosed by Litvin et al. for the purpose of 
reducing the number of manufacturing steps and therefore cost. 




Figure 2 of Fritschle et al. 



28. Claims 9 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Litvin et al. in view of US Patent Number 6,288,897 (Fritschle et al. hereinafter). 
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29. In re claim 9, Litvin et al. discloses all of the limitations of claim 9 except a handle 
comprising at least one additional piece of wire, each additional piece of wire being 
shaped such that it is substantially parallel to said first piece of wire over the length of 
that additional piece of wire. Fritschle et al. teaches a handle comprising an additional 

piece of wire (34) being shaped such that it is substantially parallel to said first piece of 
wire over the length of that additional piece of wire (see Fig. 2 of Fritschle et al.). 

30. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine a handle comprising at least one additional piece of 
wire (34), each additional piece of wire being shaped such that it is substantially parallel 
to said first piece of wire over the length of that additional piece of wire with the grill 
taught in claim 8 as disclosed by Litvin et al. for the purpose of making the assembled 
unit easier to carry. 

31 . In re claim 20, Litvin et al. discloses all the limitations of claim 20 except a handle 
portion comprising at least one additional section of wire. Fritschle discloses a handle 

portion with an additional section of wire (34). 

32. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine a handle portion comprising at least one additional 
section of wire with the grill taught in claim 17 as taught by Litvin et al. for the purpose of 
making the assembled unit easier to carry. 



Application/Control Number: 10/809,138 Page 13 

Art Unit: 4147 

Allowable Subject Matter 

33. Claims 10, 13, 14, 16, 19 and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

34. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patent Number D441,444 discloses a fan grill with a handle 
and a plurality of apertures. US Patent Number D466,606 discloses a fan ghll with a 
handle, a plurality of apertures and a plurality of loops. US Patent Number 6,336,793 
discloses a fan grill with a handle. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AARON R. EASTMAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3132. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-4491 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Aaron R. Eastman 

Examiner 

Art Unit 4147 



/George Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4147 



